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Unless scientists “stumble”

case of penicillin which
ed a new era in the pro-
tion of anti-bacteria medi-
cines, the human immune de-
ficiency virus HIV will

ntinue to be a major killer
and prevention must be con-

EVEr, Major attempls are
being made to “treat” the victims
of Auds. In March last

ernment authorities in the Unit-

{Azidothymidine)
zidovudine, which, in fact, was

the 1960s.
Dr J. P. Horwitz, a researcher
, US is said to have
the drug to help in the
treatment of cancer but it proved
ineffective and was i

 Researchers 'Fou’:.'rircl out in 1964
that the drug tended to inhibit
the lication of wiruses inelud-

any countries ane HowW using
AZT to prolong the lives of the

‘ patients but its side effects

in some cases may hasten the pa-
tents' death., However, some
clinical researchers say that
much depends on mow is
“administered.”
The gearch for a veccine or
anti-Abds d.l‘;u}; has resulted in the
!ﬂmm mnhewhr binlogy,
OEY &N -
sering. The Aids virus is being
S}ru_lcnu_huﬂy diamantled into ita
tinies bita and if oo pro -
curs in l.hwr\:e"yuu
may as forget “high tech”
search for the “cure™ or vmecine.

Indication

Indeed, the recent Third Inter-
natignal conference on Aids in
Arusha, Tanzania, attended by

others, Robert C. Gallo,
one of the discoverers of the Aids
virus, is an indication that the
world of Aids experts has sobered
up after several years i
reckless statements about the
disease and Africans.

It is definitely encouraging that
other experts are beginning to lis-
ten to whal our own experts say
about the disease, which is claim-

Staff science writer OTULA OWUOR dis-
cllsses some aspects of the recent interna-
thonal ce on Aids held in Arusha and
examines the attempts to tackle the disease

number of ple in many parts
[ ——

in & previous i in
this ealumn, the world was wait-
ing to hear the detsils ahout the

fesgor Z. Lurhuma of Zaire and
Dr A, Shafik of Egypt. Unfortu-

‘nately, Prof Lurhuma was said to

have arrived late during the clos-
ing of Aids conference in Anisha.
- major criticism sgainst
MM]1 iz that its ds seEm
o evade thorough scrutiny from
other experts, some of whom
EvEn thlnLMM]di:gh-h H
T, or indi-
mm‘émagcﬂvitiu of lead-

ing global Aids, researchers who
ended up “mislending” the world

However, the most intenestin
t was the improvement
r lymphocytes in 80 per cent
According to Prof Lorhuma’s
made within I' dmink
one year of & ns-
the drag, T

This year. a Zairean professor
of medicine, Dr Hhm M.
K&hnﬁ: who hadﬁmid, from a
| r mational meeti
0 Btockhotm, Sweden. o] s
that. he knew about the work of
MM] end it was definitely im-

ing the health of the pa-
ienta. "It s going to be much
cheaper and with no side effects,”

~ Eliminate

The Zairean medicine may not
cure Afds and probably does not
eliminate the Aids virus 85 was
alleged, but it muy probsbly be
unelgzmmkﬁgdrug?th T
pro ives e patients
n]lbﬂl.!& there are pg who
remain wvery skeptical of
Lurhuma's findings and woul

¥ to have his results verified
I_Hle'mde ndent” researchers.
e World Health Organisntion's
f&?@rﬁmﬁ‘nﬂ{ﬁt@“!n Brazza-
v ' 1L wilhing Lo s
port. Eur:ﬂr MM r!uaith. "

At_l.em?ta b breat Aids are even
coming from China where there
has been talk about mushrooms
that inhibit HIV multiplication,

Aids cure continues to be elusive

A mixture of 21 herbs to treat
Ads is also coming out of China
where the diseans 1 still said Lo
be very minimal,

Thearies about the origin of
the Aids vires seem to have
patered oub after attempts to
‘smenr” Africa with the virus
failed. However, an allernative
hmguia nh&ul HIV was in- -
o among the papers present-
Ed,.\m Arusha. " “dp

r co-athou Ilg Dr
Glen ﬁhlw_ of Shirati i-
tal, Musoma in Tanzanin, said
An&amnutmwlrglhemddmd
that the HIV or Aids virus aimg]j
fourishes in already immune de-
p:nwdlﬁiem. without causing
the syndrome.

In another instalment, we shall
examine attempis by two local
herbalists to prolong the lives of
.ug fents will

Patienta ways bry some-
thing thet might help improve
their situation and u.'ﬂ is noted
in the US where there is a scram-
hlf for & compound dextran
sul from Japan considered
uzel by medical authorities.
But their hope scems to lie in
high-tech.




